


SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONAL PROJECTS RELATED TO 


NATIVE EDUCATION 


Introduction 


These projects were intiated early in 1970 to encourage the development at the 


local level of instructional materials and teaching approaches and techniques which 
woud be more in keeping with meeting the needs of students of Indian ancestry. 


Project proposals are developed by teachers or school] staffs, are given 


approval by the school board or band council and are then submitted for approval and 
funding by the Advisory Committee on the Education of Children of Indian Ancesiry. 
Membership on this committee consists of representatives from the Saskatchewan Teachers' 
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Education, the Department of Northern Sa Senta ate the Department of Indian Affairs, 
tne Metis Society and the Northern Areas Teachers’ Association. Somewhat in excess of 
twenty project proposals have been approved and funded to a maximum of $1, 500. 00 with 
the following being a summary of projects that have been completed with a final report 


submitted. Many of the remaining are currently ongoing, and a few have been terminsited, 


tor various reasons, before being completed. 
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Summary of Completed Projects 


Title Project Lescer Location 








s Native Heritage Mrs. Solange Lavigne St. John Separate School, 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 


The major anette of this project wer 

a) To promote a pride in Canada’s heritage 

b) To increase tolerance and understanding of a minority group 
c) To help children become better informed about the ir heritage 
da) To help children overcome probiems faced by different ethnie group 
e) To foster better channels of communicatio 

{) To involve native parents in the school by ee them a sense of worth and 
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This project has been brought to a successful conclusion, and there are filrns, 
filmstrips, tapes, transparencies, pamphlets and brochures, a teacher's perp 

children's books and pcetry and a bibliography of resources availiable on a loan basis from 
the Saskatchewan Teachers' Federation, Teaching Materizis Centre. The Teacher's Gu 
book may be purchased from the same place. It outlines the various activities and projects 
that were undertaken in this project. 
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Black Lake Kindergarten Project Eileen Trotter Black Lake School 


The purpose of the project was to find a more effective means of 
teaching English to Indian children and thus better prepare them to cope with the 
regular academic program of the school. Some of the materials used in the 
experiment were: 

a) The Peabody Language Development Kit 

b) Distar Language 1 

c) Frostig Program for the Development of Visual Perception. 


A report on the completed project is available from the Program 
Development Branch, Department of Education. 


Ecology Project Dave Friesen. la Ronge School 


The major objectives of this project were: 

a) To develop an understanding of the interdependence of life ina 
specific type of environment 

b) To develop a concern about pollution of the environment 

c) To develop materials and teaching techniques which would be more 
meaningful to Northern students. 


' The project has been successfully completed resulting in a kit of 
materials. Information regarding this kit may be obtained from the Director of 
Education, Department of Northern Saskatchewan, La Ronge, Saskatchewan. 


Indian Culture - Yesterday, Today and Tommorrow Sister Philomena Quinton 
School 


In this project through integration of various subjects, individualization 
ef instruction and student involvement in various practical activities the students 
got a more positive view of Indian culture, were motivated to continue their 
education anu gained a more meaningful experience than they wouid have ina 
strictly academic program. 


A brief report is available from the Program Development Branch, 
Department of Education. ; 


An Appreciation of Indian Culture Through R.R. Ehrmantraut Holy Rosary School 
A Program of Outdocr Education Regina, Saskatchewan 


The objective of this project was for the entire school, and specifically 
a group of Year 5 students along-with their teachers to attempt to develop knowledge 
and a mutual understanding of Indian Culture using an integrated approach to learning, 
The project involved classroom study of Indian culture and history through the use 
of a variety of resources, both print and non-print, they then moved to project work 
which involved creation by students of replicas and models of items used by the Indian, 


With the culminating activity being a week of outdoor living involving further study 
and new experiences. 


A report on this project is available from the Program Development 
Branch, Department of Education. 


Environmental Studv of Southern Saskatchewan D.S. Thakkar Gordon Indian School 
For Children of Indian Reserves Punnichy, Saskatchewan 


This is a residential school enrolling students from many isolated 
northern communities, therefore the main purpose of the project was to help the 
students to get a personal and deeper insight into the institutions of a sociai, economic 
and cultural nature, as well as about people and places being studied in their reguiar 
curriculum of social studies and allied subjects. In addition to the various classroom 
projects and activities that were carried on in relation to this study, a very important 
aspect of this study were the first hand observations and experiences that the students 
gained through a variety of field trips that they embarked upon. 


A final report on this project is available from the Program Development 
Branch, Department of Education. 


History of Fishing Lake Indian Reserve Mrs. Mair Morris-Jones Wadena El. Schoci 
. Wadena, Saskatchewan 


The main objectives cf this project were to promote better public relations 
between the school and the reserve and to help the residents of the reserve to take 
more pride in their heritage and culture. 


The final product of this project is a fairly comprehensive documentation 
of the history of this reserve and is probabiy of most interest to this particular locality, 
but the processes that participants of this project became invoived in could certainiy be 
duplicated in many other communities with the same beneficial results. 


Indian Crafts Project _ Mrs. Dolores Kuntz Marieval Day School 
Grayson, Saskatchewan 


This project consisted of teaching bead and leather craft to children in 
years IJI to IX by a number of local reserve ladies. Through this preiject the chilcren 
gained a bit more of an insight into their culture and it also aroused interest in the 
Indian Community to become involved in education. 


Arts, Crafts and Horsemanship D.J. Feist Onion Lake R.C. indian Residential School 
Lloydminster, Saskatchewan 


This project consisted of activities in art, beadwork, leathercraft and 
horsemanship involving students, teachers and parents. Students obtained a greater 
insight into their culture and were motivated to particivate in these very real and 
meaningful experiences. Communication was. certainly enhanced between the home and 
school community. 
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